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We trust you will enjoy reading some of the many highlights taking 
place in Lagan College life of late.
It has been a busy but rewarding few weeks for our students and staff 
having received a number of wonderful accolades including being 
honoured with the prestigious Cara Friend Award, the IFA Centre of 
Excellence plaque and NI U14 High School Hockey Cup!
We have also appreciated the work of the Parents’ Council of late and 
many staff and students who wanted to prioritise helping others, in 
Ukraine and those suffering from cancer locally, by holding a number 
of charitable fundraising events including Readathon, Belfast 
Marathon and a Family Fun Day to name but a few. 

As Covid cases decline and our school community returns to more of a balanced environment, we 
have been able to enjoy and host a number of outside and small inside events.
It was a real privilege to welcome the President of the Methodist Church, Dr Yambasu and 
Presbyterian Moderator, Rev Dr David Bruce, to our school to discuss integrated education and 
inclusive practice in Northern Ireland and our hopes for a peaceful and shared future going forward. 
Both church leaders kindly led us in prayer and reflection in the Chaplaincy, recognising 40 years of 
educating all children together and encouraging our good work. As we look forward to the summer 
term, we wish our GCSE and A level students well as they head off on study leave. 

Mrs Amanda McNamee MBE

Principal's Foreword

May
26 May - 1st June: Year 8-10 Exams 

June
2 - 3: Queen's Jubilee Holiday
13: Year 13 return from Study Leave
30: Last Day of Term (Finish 11.40)

August
18: A-Level Results Day
25: GCSE Results Day
26: Year 14 Induction
29: Bank Holiday
30: Year 13 Induction
31: Year 8 only

September
1: Whole School returns

Important Dates

New Parent App
We have switched our parent app to 

'School Gateway'. Please stop using 'Iris 
Parentmail' and download the new app on 
your phone's app store. Contact the office 

if you have any issues signing up.



U14 High School Cup Final WinnersU14 High School Cup Final Winners
A huge congratulations to our Under 14 girls hockey team who defeated Dromore High 1-0 on Monday 
14th March to become the U14 High School Cup Winners 2022. It was a fast paced match from start to 
finish and the standard of hockey was very impressive. There was lots of spectators and parents on the 
side-lines to cheer them on and plenty of face paint, flags and words of encouragement. Congratulations 
to Amelie McKnight for scoring the only goal of the match.

A big thank you to their coach Selena Lewis, a past pupil of the College, and all the Hockey staff led by Mrs 
McKnight. A great success for the P.E department in our 40th Anniversary year! Below are some photos of 
the U16 team, including captain Elizabeth O'Rourke with Ulster Hockey President Rosie Ray.
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U16 High School Cup Silver MedallistsU16 High School Cup Silver Medallists
Following the success of the U14s, the U16 
hockey team were in another final the following 
day (Tuesday 15th March) with their coach Miss 
Murphy, an R.E teacher. The squad worked 
extremely hard and continued to attack the 
goal right to the final whistle, finishing up silver 
medalists, with Dromore High School winning 
the cup in this age group. Congratulations to 
Dromore on their win. The girls demonstrated 
great skill, pride and resilience, with the MVP 
being awarded to Sophie Boldt.
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Fun Run in aid of Ukraine AppealFun Run in aid of Ukraine Appeal
On Sunday 10th April, our Parents' Council hosted a Fun Run and walk in aid of our Ukraine Appeal. It 
was great to finally have an event like this in person and there were lots of activities for kids, both young 
and old. A fantastic £1000 was raised through refreshments and traybakes, an egg hunt, facing 
painting, Guess the Bunny Name, chocolate tombola, and a donation from our Board of Directors. 
Thank you to everyone who came and supported this worthwhile event. The Parents' Council met on 
Tuesday 10th May and will meet again in September. All parents are very welcome!
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World Book DayWorld Book Day
The English Department were glad to celebrate World Book Day (Thursday 3rd March) in style this year 
as it had been rudely interrupted by school closure last year! With Year 8s engulfed in competitive fever 
to read the most books and raise the most sponsorship for Readathon; the English and Learning 
Support Departments decided to surprise them by dressing up as their favourite literary characters! 
Year 8 pupils were in a very scary hostage situation when Maleficent (Mrs Beckett) hi-jacked their 
registration. The White Witch (Miss Young) and Harry Potter (Dr Cummings) were supposed to rush 
to the rescue but got waylaid in competing to cast spells on unsuspecting pupils; which was driving 
Effie Trinket (Mrs Gordon) batty! Meanwhile Little Red Riding Hood (Miss McErlain) was being 
chased along the English corridor by a big, blue Genie of the lamp. (Miss Smyth).  The Genie ran into 
Hera (Ms Bell) who was arguing with Sully Sullenberger (Mr Houghton) about Hermes not being the 
best mode of delivery!  
Meanwhile, poor Daisy Buchanan (Mrs Cowie) was witnessed frantically demonstrating her fabulous 
charleston moves to the very kind and patient Miss Honey (Miss Glass). Luckily, Florence Nightingale 
(Mrs Devlin) and Macbeth (Mr Bono) were on hand to distract Daisy and give poor Miss Honey some 
peace! Macbeth then took ‘Wimpy Kid’ Greg (Mrs Gibney) under his wing for some combat lessons.

Ms M Bell
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ReadathonReadathon
During the month of March, Year 8 pupils raised a whopping £3822 for Readathon. This is phenomenal 
in light of the pandemic and current cost of living crisis. The money raised is donated to Read for Good 
who will spend it providing books and storytellers to UK children’s hospitals, including The Royal Victoria 
Hospital for Sick Children in Belfast.

8a/BKT were the highest raising English class with £1060 and were awarded with a party to celebrate 
after Easter. See the pictures below!

The following individuals were our top fundraisers:
1st Gabriel Flaherty 8o/QN (Mrs Cowie’s class) £247.85
2nd Katherine Rourke 8L/LKR (Miss McErlain’s class) £183
3rd Charlie Buick 8o/QN (Mrs Cowie’s class) £152.50
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Mayor celebrates 40 years of IntegratedMayor celebrates 40 years of Integrated  
EducationEducation
Mayor of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council, Alderman Stephen Martin, welcomed Lagan College and 
other pupils and staff from integrated schools to celebrate 40 years of integrated education in 
Northern Ireland. It was a great night of music and entertainment with special performances from Fort 
Hill Integrated College, Fort Hill Integrated Primary School and Millennium Integrated Primary School. 

Mayor Martin said in his address on Tuesday 15th March, "It is amazing to think that in September 
1981, Lagan College became Northern Ireland’s first integrated school with just 28 students. 40 years 
later, this has grown from 28 students to more than 25,000 with almost 70 integrated schools spread 
right across the province."

Speaking after the event, Mrs McNamee MBE said: “We wish to thank the Mayor, Alderman Stephen 
Martin and Lisburn and Castlereagh Council for hosting a wonderful event to celebrate 40 years of 
integrated education with the six integrated schools within the council area. We truly hope in the future 
we will see more parents having the choice to send their children to an integrated school and that 
more children will have the chance of growing up, learning and making friends with others from 
different cultures, backgrounds, political opinions, faiths and none, ethnicities, other genders and family 
units. We hope to see as many young people in NI from all schools being peace makers and leaders 
taking us into a positive shared future.”
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IFA Football Gold AwardIFA Football Gold Award
On Tuesday 26th April, Lagan College 
were awarded the Irish Football 
Association’s school quality mark- 
gold award. This is the highest level a 
school can be awarded for its football 
programme. The accreditation is 
awarded for implementing and 
maintaining a high-quality 
programme for all pupils. This is part 
of the IFA’s ‘let them play’ strategy. 
Pictured awarding the plaque and 
equipment to Mr McCloskey is 
Damian McLaughlin from the Irish 
Football Association along with 
international footballers from Lagan 
College - Mia Little, Emma- Rose 
Fuller, Owen Price and Kenzie 
Beattie.



Congratulations to our Peer Education Programme Wellbeing Toolkit Competition winners, who were
awarded their prizes by the Sixth form students who delivered a five week programme focusing on 
mental health and wellbeing to the Year 8 form classes. 

8RMP 
Maya Cairns 
Nathan Traynor 

8BKT 
Sofia Valladares 
Peter Lyttle 

8KF 
Euan Matthews 
Katie Rooney 

8QN 
Zulema Waddell 
Ethan Lambert 

8LM 
Caolan Sweeney
Oliver Dean

Lesson 1 discussed how we all have mental health and that it can change, often depending on 
circumstances in our lives. Lesson 2 focused on why mental health problems happen and dispelled 
some of the myths associated with it. In Lesson 3 they learnt how to stay well, looking at tips for 
protecting and improving our mental health and why mental health problems happen. Looking after 
yourself was the topic of Lesson 4 and how we may need different supports with maintaining good
mental health and identifying sources of support. Lesson 5 allowed the Year 8s to learn about looking 
after each other, what support friends can offer us and how to help friends look after their mental 
health. Thank you to Mrs Grant for coordinating such a wonderful and invaluable programme for our 
Year 8s which we hope will help them as they learn how to handle and help each other with their 
mental health.
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Year 8 Peer Education ProgrammeYear 8 Peer Education Programme

8LKR 
Katherine Rourke 
Caleb Maguire 

8MRN 
Zoe Gibson 
Tomas O’ Connor
 
8ST 
Lennox Stewart 
Dylan Ferguson
 
8KMM 
Daniel Erskine 
Tilly O’Hare 

The Peer Education Programme was a 5-week 
programme delivered by Sixth Form students 
to our Years 8s devised by the Mental Health 
Foundation.
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Visit by the President of Methodist ChurchVisit by the President of Methodist Church
It was an honour to welcome the 
President of the Methodist Church, 
Dr Yambasu to Lagan College on 
Tuesday 1st March. Dr Yambasu met 
with our staff and students who lead 
the R.I.C.E group (Rooted in Christ 
Everyday). The President shared his 
personal journey with our students 
and offered a prayer of peace and 
hope with them prior to Lent.
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On Wednesday 30th March staff and students also met with Rev Dr David Bruce, Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. He said "I was delighted to visit Lagan College in its 40th anniversary 
year on 30 March, when I was warmly welcomed by the principal, Mrs Amanda McNamee MBE, and 
both Gerard Sowney, and Helen Killick. I was able to meet informally with a number of students in the 
chaplaincy space in the school. Our spirited conversation ranged far and wide to include their 
reflections on the benefits of being educated together, and the strong emphasis on pastoral support 
for pupils at the school. I sensed strongly that Lagan College holds firmly to the vision of its founders, to 
promote a collaborative, inclusive approach to education across all cultural and religious traditions, 
while being respectful of difference."

"During my visit I engaged with the principal, and others, about the recently passed Integrated Education 
Bill, and in particular expressed the strong commitment of the churches to remain as active participants 
in the education of all our children, across all sectors. The Christian ethos of Lagan College is a crucial 
part of the entire school experience, and I was impressed with the many evident signs of this, which I 
was shown during my visit. I was invited to conduct a short act of worship and reflection in the 
chaplaincy as our meetings with staff and pupils came to a conclusion. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Mrs McNamee and her staff team for their kind welcome, and wish Lagan College 
every success for its next 40 years and beyond."

Presbyterian Moderator visits CollegePresbyterian Moderator visits College
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Lagan Festival of Speech and DramaLagan Festival of Speech and Drama

Pictured here is 
Patrick Searle (Year 
10) who was invited 
to a special Gala 
Awards ceremony 
on Tuesday 8th 
March, to be 
presented with a 
cup for achieving 
the highest 
aggregate scores 
across speech 
classes at the Lagan 
Festival of Speech
and Drama. Well 
done, Patrick!
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Some of our Public Speaking students participated in the Lagan 
Festival of Speech and Drama which was held in the Beechlawn 
Hotel, from 3rd-6th March. The Lagan Festival of Speech and 
Drama is a four day celebration of speech and drama classes 
which attract many young NI competitors. It was lovely to witness 
members of the team compete alongside a very talented bunch 
of young people, from local Speech and Drama schools, and 
perform so well. 

Patrick Searle (Year 10) won two festival trophies when awarded
First Place in the Prepared Speech class and First Place in both his 
age category and overall age categories in the Scripture Reading 
classes.

Casey Rix (Year 12) was awarded Second Place in the Prepared 
Speech class and First Place Extempore Speech/First Place Irish 
Poetry Recital

Dara McNaughton (Year 10) and Nathan Traynor (Year 8) were 
Highly Commended in the Prepared Speech class 

Sofia Monteiro (Year 8) was Highly Commended (fourth place) in a 
highly competitive Reading Prose class consisting of twenty 
students, aged 12-15.



Queer Straight Alliance (QSA) receivesQueer Straight Alliance (QSA) receives  
Cara-Friend CharterCara-Friend Charter
On Thursday 10th March, the QSA (Queer 
Straight Alliance) met to celebrate 3 years 
since the official creation of the group. 
Students celebrated in their typical 
colourful way with a Rainbow Party. Music, 
speeches and lots of rainbow food 
followed, celebrating the creativity, 
diversity and progression within the 
College. The QSA is open to everyone and 
meets every Thursday afternoon after 
school in Mr Gray’s Drama room.
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The QSA were live on BBC 
Good Morning Ulster on 
Friday 1st April, talking 
about the excellent work 
done at Lagan College to 
improve all inclusivity. 
Lagan College are the first 
school in Northern Ireland 
to be awarded the Platinum 
Level of the LGBTQIA+ 
Inclusive Schools Charter 
from Cara-friend.
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On Thursday 7th April the QSA had a Teddy Bear’s picnic to celebrate Easter and the end of a busy 
term. There was food, party games and lots of fluffy, stuffed friends!
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The second visit from the New Driver programme took 
place Tuesday 26th April. Another great talk from Emma 
Duffy giving our Year 13s lots of great advice about learning 
to drive, getting insurance and road safety.

We were delighted to welcome Andrew Bailey, 
Governor of the Bank of England, to talk to a 
group of our Year 13 and Year 14 Maths and 
Business Studies students today about career 
pathways in banking and finance.
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On Friday 25 March, Alison Mc Donnell, BBGI visited the school to start the planting of the ‘Forty 
Acorns Wood’ on the grounds of the school. With the support of Ben Searle, one of our Parent 
Governors, the micro-forest creation was planned as part of the College’s 40th anniversary 
celebration. Students spend the morning planting a variety of native trees such as oak, birch and 
ash which were donated Tony Johnston NI Farm Forestry. The wood will develop and grow into an 
eco-area to be enjoyed for future generations of Lagan College students. 

Forty Acorns WoodForty Acorns Wood

Following the tree planting, Mrs McNamee (Principal), Miss Collins (Vice Principal) and Alison 
McDonnell from BBGI were accompanied by students to deliver 40th Anniversary trees to the first 
integrated primary school, Forge and the most recent, Harding Memorial. The gifting of trees to all 
our fellow integrated schools symbolised the growth and development of each school and the legacy 
they are creating for future generations. 



BAFTA Young Game DesignersBAFTA Young Game Designers  
CompetitionCompetition
Year 9 & 10 Coding Classes have worked hard 
to submit their own games to the BAFTA Young 
Game Designer Competition. Young Game 
Designers is an initiative by BAFTA that inspires 
and supports young people to create, develop 
and present their new game idea to the world.

They have applied their coding skill, alongside 
creativity and innovation to design a unique 
game. Some excellent entries and we hope they 
enjoy playing them. Well done and good luck to 
all involved!
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A big shout out Dylan Kelly who 
plays for Lisburn Youth Football club. 
He is also part of the Rangers 2010 
academy and is their first team keeper 
in the squad. Dylan has made it 
through recent trials and has been 
selected for the Lisburn League Select 
team as first choice goalkeeper 
(selected best players from the 
Lisburn & Castlereagh league) that 
travelled to Blackpool at the end of 
April to play in the Blackpool Cup. The 
Lisburn Select team topped their 
group but were narrowly beaten by 
penalties in the final by the Yorkshire 
Elite Academy. A great achievement 
against tough opposition from the UK, 
Ireland and Poland.

Congratulations to Ryan 
Cleary who was recently 
given the award of Most 
Improved Player for 
2021/2022 by Spokes in 
Motion. This is an interclub 
championship tie-break 
challenge competition 
which is held as a one day 
event and offers the 
chance for young aspiring 
club players to experience 
some intense on court 
competition. Excellent 
work, Ryan!

Congratulations to Alex 
McDermott who, on Saturday 2nd 
April, became the All Ireland Solo 
dance champion for Western 
Dance. She also got a 3rd with her 
team of four, 4th in Duos and 4th in 
Partners. Alex is our U13a XI hockey 
vice-captain and now an All Ireland 
Dance Champion. Amazing 
achievement, Alex!

Congratulations to 
Hannah and 
Emma-Rose, 
winners of the 
Careers Week 
‘Guess the 
teacher’ quiz. We 
hope you enjoy 
your prizes!

Congratulations to Adam and Maya who on Wednesday 
6th April 2022 won the National Careers Week IT 
competition. Adam’s job of the future was ‘Cleaning 
/Manufacturing Robots’. Maya’s job was ‘Earth Coolers’ 
workers who would offset global warming. The winners of 
the Art competition were Alexa and Sophia. Both 
students gave beautiful depictions of the career they 
would like to have in future.
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Non-Uniform Day & CupcakesNon-Uniform Day & Cupcakes

We are extremely proud of past student Marika Michalska 
and her younger brother Szymon (Year 9) who made a 
collection point in their own home to help support the 
people of Ukraine with emergency donations of food warm 
clothing, blankets, baby food and toiletries. 
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Year 8
On Wednesday 16th March 
we held a non-uniform day to 
raise money for our Ukraine 
Appeal - the United Nations 
Refugee Agency - who are 
getting emergency aid to 
families caught in the Ukraine 
crisis. We collected £2036.99 
in buckets and over £500 and 
counting on our Just Giving. 
Thank you to our parents and 
carers who give so generously 
to this cause. On this same 
day, staff were all treated to 
cupcakes as part of a well- 
being initiative  by our Board 
of Directors.

Ukraine Collection PointUkraine Collection Point



The Red Box ProjectThe Red Box Project
In 2018, Lagan College got involved in the Red Box 
Project which aims to ensure that all young people 
across the United Kingdom have access to free 
period products in school when they need them. 
Lagan College joined the campaign firstly, by 
enlisting a team of girls who were enthusiastic 
about contributing. We started by deciding which 
products would be most beneficial, educating year 
groups on period poverty and also promoting the 
importance of the cause. From there, with help 
from the funding from the Education Authority as 
part of their Period Dignity Project, the project has 
significantly evolved in Lagan. We now have red 
boxes filled with products placed in every 
girl’s/single occupancy bathroom, and there are 
more girls involved now than ever. Now that the 
original Red Box Project team are leaving Lagan, a 
new team of girls have volunteered to take on the 
role of ensuring no young person has to miss their 
education due to a period. 
If you are reading this and are keen to get involved, 
or notice any empty boxes, please notify Miss 
Wightman. Thank you!

Rosa McCloskey (Year 14)
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Student Council UpdateStudent Council Update
Tuesday 29th March
Student Council has been very busy trying to make the student's experience the very best it can be; from 
helping secure Year 11 study leave to improving your experience in the canteen. Students - check your 
emails for the most recent minutes. Below is a photo of the Student Council team at the most recent 
meeting. If you have a topic you would like to be discussed at student council, speak to your year 
representative. The Student Council's next meeting is Tuesday 17th May, 9:20-10:00, and Tuesday 14th 
June, 9:20-10:00.
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Year 8: Jude Kelly, Hannah Depledge, Isla Weir, Lennox Stewart, Euan Matthews
 Year 9: Chloe Baker, Rhys Abernethy, Katie Rose McBride, Ava Clifford, Evie Joyce

 Year 10: Freya Collins, Dylan Patton, Dara McNaughton, Natasha Lynas, Ryan Mawhinney
 Year 11: Ryan Smyth, Terri-Anne Rutledge, Oliver Gordon, Sophie Boldt, Charlie Taylor

Tara McDonagh-Nancarrow
 Year 12: Rebecca Campbell, Connell McKeown, Lucy Flynn

Year 13: Mirran Morrisson, Kirsten Beattie, Christopher Campbell, Rebecca Bell, Simon Cameron Leckey
Year 14: Represented by the Head Boy/Girl Team

 

Student Council 2021/2022



Year 8 Nest CollagesYear 8 Nest Collages

 

09

Mrs Cooke is immensely proud of her Year 8 art class after producing nest collages. The nests 
represent how special the idea of home is to our pupils, especially as we remember those who are 
displaced in the world and long to return to their home. Handwritten sentiments about our 
appreciation of all that home means to us are included in the collages. They used marbling, 
rubbings, stencil printing and painting techniques. Amazing work!
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Year 11 Prince's Trust EnterpriseYear 11 Prince's Trust Enterprise
Well done to Mrs Walters’ Year 11 Prince’s Trust students for raising £213 in their Easter Enterprise 
Prize Draw, with the winner chosen on Friday 8th April. Congratulations to the prize winners Nathan 
McFall and Mrs Dodds.
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CamogieCamogie
05

A historic day at Lagan College on Tuesday 26th April as we started our first session of our Camogie
extra-curricular club. We are eagerly awaiting our new helmets, hurls and sliotars which were kindly  
sponsored by the Parents' Council. 
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Year 14 UCAS ExhibitionYear 14 UCAS Exhibition  

 

On Wednesday 9th March, Year 13 visited the 
UCAS Exhibition at the Eikon Centre. They were 
able to research and connect with a huge number 
of universities to help them make decisions about 
their future pathways. Many prospectuses, bags 
and pens were collected! We hope everyone had 
an enjoyable fact finding mission.
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Hockey Captains 2021/22Hockey Captains 2021/22
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U14b XI Captain: Neela Edge
VC: Farah Aly

U13a XI. Captain Shannon Rutherford 
VC: Alex McC

U13b XI Captain: Matilda Jordan Curry
VC: Lucy Dean

U14a XI Captain: Elizabeth O'Rourke
VC: Sophia Irwin

U12b XI Captain: Anna Patton
VC: Zoe McWilliams

3rd XI Captain: Jessica Carson
VC: Hannah Patterson

1st XI Captain: Rachael Mooney
VC: Reagan Neill McKenzie

2nd XI Captain: Joanna Sherry
VC: Shona O'Connor

U12a XI Captain: Ciara Lee 
VC: Izzy Carson



House Hockey MatchesHouse Hockey Matches
Just before the Easter break, girls 
hockey had their annual Inter-House 
competition. Pupils are given a 
house name in Year 8 and this 
system aims to give students a 
greater sense of community as they 
mix with friends in their year group. 
Our inter-house competition is 
another way to make new friends, 
integrate and work with a team in a 
healthy, competitive and challenging 
environment.  

Shawsbridge won the Year 8 hockey 
competition.  Loughview won all of 
the other year group hockey 
competitions and also won the 
overall hockey competition. Well 
done everyone!
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Under 17 Ulster Development SquadUnder 17 Ulster Development Squad
We were delighted to hear that senior students Alex Blythe (Year 11) and Finn Hehir (Year 12) have 
both been selected for the Under 17 Ulster Development Squad. It is wonderful to see Alex and Finn 
enjoying their sport and playing rugby at such a high level. Both boys play for Malone Rugby Football 
Club and kindly agreed to teach our Principal a few moves!
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Junior RugbyJunior Rugby
Junior Rugby returned this year with players from Year 8, 9 and 10 enjoying regular after school 
sessions with the assistance of coaches from local rugby clubs. A mix of Year 8 and 9 players played 
in their first tournament at Instonians Rugby club and were very successful, winning two games 
against St Mary's and Rathmore. They were narrowly defeated by the eventual tournament winners 
Laurelhill. There were many try scorers including tries from Harry Gillespie, Mitchell Stuart, Matthew 
Heaney and Charlie Matthews. Well done, lads!



Hockey Tour to 'Let's Go Hydro'Hockey Tour to 'Let's Go Hydro'
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To finish the hockey season, the Hockey department organised a mini tour as the UK and European 
sports’ tours have been put on hold due to the pandemic.  Despite the prospect of no sunny Spain, 
girls fully embraced the trip a few miles away at ‘Let's Go Hydro’, combined with their end of season 
hockey awards.

One hundred girls stayed overnight and participated in the activities and aqua park, with the awards 
being presented after all 120 girls ate in the Pizza Boutique. Awards were given to each team for the 
Most Valuable Player; Most Improved Player and Top Goal Scorer. The captain and vice captain for 
each team also give a speech which were very well planned and presented.

The mini tour was the perfect opportunity for the hockey players to relax, have fun and socialise with 
their team mates and was the perfect end to our season.
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NI U16 Danske Bank Girls' Football FinalsNI U16 Danske Bank Girls' Football Finals  
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Big congratulations to our U16 who were the only team to hold the clinical winners and runners-up
of the U16 Danske Bank Finals. They were one of four regional team winners who played the semi
finals, final and 3rd place play off on the same day to reduce their time out of school. This is a first
for our girls to be in the final four, playing big girls’ football schools from across NI. We are very
optimistic about the future of Girls football with this young, committed and determined team.

MVP's
St Joseph’s High School: Annalise Burnside (Year 10)
Holy Cross College: Erin Hayes (Year 12)
Dominican College: Elle Ferguson (Year 10)
Abbey College: Amelie McKnight (Year 10)



Erin HayesErin Hayes

 

Well done to Erin Hayes (Year 12) on her clean 
sheet debut for Crusaders Strikers on Sunday 20th 
March 2022. Erin is Crusader’s U17 goalkeeper 
and made her debut for the Senior Ladies team in 
their pre season win over Ballyclare Comrades. 
Very impressive Erin! 

Mia Little NI Internationals U19'sMia Little NI Internationals U19's
Mia Little (Year 14) has continued to represent Northern Ireland at a international level recently at 
the Northern Ireland Women’s Under-19s Euro 2022 qualifiers. She played the second half of the 5-0 
win v Faroes Islands and the full game in a 1-0 win over Azerbaijan in last game. It was Northern 
Ireland's final League B Group 1 Women’s U19 Euro 2022 qualifier with the win seeing them 
promoted to League A for the next edition of the Euro Qualifiers next season. Unfortunately that was 
Mia's last campaign for the U19s, however, her club season has just commenced, playing for Lisburn 
Rangers Ladies in Division 1 of the NIWFA. She should be very proud for all that she has achieved 
and all of us at Lagan College wish her well in her future endeavors!
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UK Schools Netball TourUK Schools Netball Tour

 

Thank you to our lovely English guests for 
visiting and for the super standard of skill 
and sportsmanship on show during the 
seven matches. Sedbergh (Cumbria), Red 
House (Stockton-on-Tees) and Yarm 
(North Yorkshire) schools came on 
Thursday 31st March and Monday 4th 
April to play games against our Netball 
teams.

U14a XI MVP: Amelie McKnight
U13a XI MVP: Olivia Dempster
U14a MVP: Sophia Irwin
U14b MVP: Natasha Lynas
U13a MVP: Libby Warden
U13b MVP: Caitlyn Leung
U12a MVP: Aine Walker & Ellen Martin
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Year 10 PhysicsYear 10 Physics

 

Mrs McFerran challenged her Year 10 Physics classes on Friday 
8th April to design and build a contraption using various 
materials and their knowledge of gravity and air resistance to 
protect a raw egg from a high fall.
It was a really enjoyable experience for all and all the eggs 
managed to stay intact and the chocolate prize was well 
earned! Well done everyone.

Congratulations to Holly Blythe and her pony 
Beau. Holly (Year 9) finished 3rd in the 80cm class 
in the Schools Winter warm-up Showjumping 
Series at the Spruce Meadows. Holly proudly 
competed wearing her Lagan College tie.  Great 
work, Holly!

Holly BlytheHolly Blythe
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Swedish Guests visit CollegeSwedish Guests visit College
On Friday 29th April, Mr McGuckin and Year 14 Politics students hosted a group of Swedish students 
with their teachers, led by Mr Patrik Jönsson. They are studying International Relations and Politics, 
and were very keen to learn more about our peace process, our power sharing government and the 
role that Lagan College and the integrated education movement has played in helping to build a 
shared future in Northern Ireland. They were a very politically aware bunch and discussed both the 
recent Swedish and N.Ireland elections. They met and spoke with our students and got a tour of the 
school, including the Lagan College Heritage trail.
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They endured a crash course in NI history and politics with Mr McGuckin, before chatting with our 
Principal, Mrs McNamee. Their depth of knowledge they already had about Northern Ireland, its 
politics and recent history was very impressive. Mr McGuckin said " I am fascinated by Sweden as a 
model of political common sense and good governance and I was very keen to find out more about 
the Swedish education system to see what we could learn from it. Maybe we should send some of 
our politicians over there to take notes!" The College enjoyed meeting our new friends and it is hoped 
that this could be the beginning of an enduring connection and partnership.

Please forward all Newsletter submissions to Mr Smyth via email  
psmyth344@c2ken.net


