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Principal’s Foreword 

Congratulations to all our Year 8 students for raising a phenomenal £3809.79 
for Children’s Cancer Research as part of the English Department’s annual 
Readathon Challenge. A special mention must go to Jessica Elwood, Corban 
Allen and Charlie McCourt who raised £450 collectively.  
 
It is lovely to see so many of our younger students getting involved in CAS 
activities (Creativity, Action and Service) such as the Year 8 Choir, Public 
Speaking, the Eco Team and a plethora of sporting activities in their first year 
at Lagan. 
 
In March, four Year 8 students also got the chance to visit 10 Downing Street 
in London, as part of the Eden Project’s Big Lunch and then Westminster 
Abbey to meet Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry 

and his fiancé, Megan Markle. 
 
It has been a fun filled term - with the exception of the dreaded snow. Thankfully the school Céilí brought 
a welcome sign that Spring was on its way as we enjoyed a night of entertainment including song, dance 
and poetry from all cultures and of course hurried ourselves around the hall to the Wave of Tori. 
 
At these events and activities, their personality, good manners and extra-curricular pursuits are as 
important as their qualifications. 
 
Mrs A McNamee 
Principal 

Feis Bhéal Feirste 

It has been a busy time in the Irish Department! Seven pupils from Years 8 to 11 attended Feis Bhéal 
Feirste in Corpus Christi College, Belfast. The Feis is a competition where the pupils from various schools 
compete against one another either reciting a poem in Irish or where they have individual conversations 
with an adjudicator in Irish covering a range of topics. This is no mean feat, especially on stage  
addressing a large audience. We enjoyed great success once again this year in both categories. Well 
done, everyone!  Coláiste an Lagáin abú! 
The results were: 
 
Year 8 Poetry 
Leon Hamilton: 3rd Place 
 
Year 9 Poetry 
Teelin McDonagh-Nancarrow: 1st Place 
 
Year 10 Poetry 
Erin McCabe: 3rd Place 
 
Year 11 Poetry 
Aoibhinn Martin-O’Dowd: 3rd Place 
 
Year 11 Conversation 
Kerri Donnelly: 1st Place Pictured (from left to right): 

Leon Hamilton, Aoibhinn Martin-O’Dowd, Kerri 
Donnelly, Erin McCabe, Lucy Flynn, Alicia 
Crawford & Teelin McDonagh-Nancarrow 
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Céilí 

A leithéid d’oíche! Go raibh míle maith agaibh uilig ó chroí as bhur dtacaíocht aréir.  Bhí Céilí ar dóigh 
againn agus bhain muid an-sult as! 
 
What a night! Mrs Quigg would like to thank all of our wonderful pupils, parents and staff for their help and 
support at this year’s Céilí.  What a talented bunch of dancers, musicians and orators we have here in 
Lagan. 
 
Not only were we entertained by our own pupils but we had a lovely display of Irish dancing from the 
young ladies from Judith Keyes School of Irish Dance.  The finale was something to behold indeed as we 
had another guest performance from ‘Clann Ó’ pipers along with Leah on the drum. 
 
And of course, special thanks must also go to Mr Lenaghan for returning as compere for the evening, it 
just wouldn’t be the same without Gerry! 
 
 

Danske Bank 

On Thursday 26th April we had two staff members from Danske Bank, Forestside Branch, come up to talk 
to some of our Year 9 Maths students (who are now known as Danske Bank Ambassadors). They  
completed a Smart Module in ‘Understanding Credit’. They looked at the use of credit and debit cards, 
loans and interest rates. The Year 9s all received Dankse Bank starter packs. We would like to thank 
Adrienne Cockram and Catherine Mitchell for taking time out of their busy schedule to come talk to us 
about the importance of banking and we look forward to seeing them again. 
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Lucy Symington and Madeline Kelly, Year 
14, both took to the podium in Stormont at 
the Edgar Graham  to address a host of 
local politicians on topics they felt  
passionate about. Lucy chose to speak 
about the need for Integrated Education 
and Maddy spoke about the need for  
all-ability education. I think their topic 
choices speak volumes for what they  
consider and referred to as their 
'invaluable' educational experience in  
Lagan College.  
 
I was lost for words as politician after  
politician came to speak to the girls  
personally and commended their  
speeches. I honestly wish everyone could 
have listened to them both as they spoke 
from the heart! 
 
Lucy was awarded 3rd place and Maddy was awarded 'Highly Commended Speaker'. 
 
Please congratulate both students for speaking so passionately about a topic they are genuinely so proud 
to be the product of. It was an awesome night! The girls competed against so many exceptional speakers 
from across Northern Ireland. I am so proud! 
 
Miss F Smyth 

Edgar Graham Public Speaking 

Event 

Environmental Youth Speak 

Casey Rix only went and won the Environmental Youth Speak 
competition! She delivered a five minute  
presentation on 'The Trouble With Plastic'. 
 
Please congratulate such a wee star! She won £100 for  
herself, a couple of hundred pounds for the school and her 
presentation was recorded and will feature in council  
advertising.  
 
Miss F Smyth 
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Congratulations Mirran! 

I had the pleasure of accompanying Mirran Morrison and her parents to the Lyric Theatre where Mirran 
was awarded the 'Hilda Taggart Perpetual Commendation Trophy for Public Speaking'. Mirran was one of 
only eight students, across Northern Ireland, to be awarded an overall festival trophy in a week-long  
festival which saw over one thousand students enter through the doors of the Lyric Theatre to compete in 
a variety of speech and drama related events. 
 
I received an email to say that the two adjudicators - Arthur Webb (Chief Examiner of Drama in Northern 
Ireland) and Eleanor McLeod (Examiner for the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) had  
requested that Mirran was in attendance at their Gala awards ceremony. It was a really lovely event and 
we were delighted to hear the adjudicators speak so highly of the efforts made by Lagan College  
students! 
 
Well done, Mirran! This is a huge achievement! 
 
 
All the students worked so hard and often had to memorise numerous detailed pieces to be able to  
perform from memory. I was really proud of them and know that they did all of us proud! 
 
Other awards given to Lagan College students throughout the week were: 
 
1st place Prepared Speech (Kirsten Beattie - Year 9) 
1st place Junior Acted Scene (Mirran Morrison, Kirsten Beattie, Courtney Hamilton, Sophie Browne and 
Casey Rix) 
1st place Irish Poetry Junior (Sophie Browne - Year 9) 
2nd place Irish Poetry Junior (Tiarnan Lyons - Year 9) 
1st place Readings from the Bible (Casey Rix - Year 8) 
2nd place Sight Reading (Mirran Morrison - Year 9) 
3rd place Sight Reading (David Merron - Year 13) 
3rd place Verse Speaking (Tiarnan Lyons - Year 9) 
3rd place Creative Writing (Casey Rix - Year 8) 
Highly Commended Shakespeare Monologue - Mirran Morrison (Year 9) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Miss F Smyth pictured right with Mirran (Year 

9) and her parents 
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Readathon & World Book Day 2018 

World Book Day 2018 

 

Lagan College English Department decided to defy The Snow Queen and have a belated World Book 
Day celebration this year!  With Year 8s engulfed in competitive fever to read the most books and 
raise the most sponsorship for Readathon; the English and RE Departments decided to surprise them by 
dressing up as their favourite literary characters!   
 
Year 13 pupils were involved in a cruel spell cast by the evil, ‘Wicked’ witch:  Elphaba Thropp (Mrs 
McBreen) during registration.  Daisy Buchanan (Mrs Cowie) couldn’t help bursting into the Charleston at 
every opportunity; which was driving Ramona Flowers (Mrs Gordon) batty!  Eliza Doolittle (Mrs Russell) 
was on hand though, to provide much needed comic relief.   
 
Meanwhile, poor Arthur Dent (Dr Cummings) was witnessed frantically running down the English corridor, 
in search of other human survivors.  Unfortunately, he did not spot Cruella de Vil (Mrs Beckett) and a Jedi 
(Miss McAvoy) on his travels.  Meanwhile, Daenerys Targaryen (Ms M Bell) was stopped in her pursuit of 
her dragon children by The Wolf in Granny’s clothing (Mrs Knipe), who fancied a bite of The Mother of 
Dragons!  Luckily, Miss Honey (Miss Goddard) and Matilda (Miss Miller) were a nearby distraction!  
All of this havoc was orchestrated by The Grinch (Miss Smyth) who was delighted at the chaos ensuing! 
 
What a successful and eventful World Book Day – we can’t wait until next year! 
 
Readathon 2018 
Readathon is a sponsored reading event; it provides a stimulating focus for recreational reading and  
raises money for seriously ill children.  Since the launch of Lagan College’s first Readathon thirteen years 
ago, Lagan College pupils have raised more than £45,000.  As the National Literary Trust states: 
“Reading for pleasure has been revealed as the most important indicator of the future success of a child.”  
 
The Charity 
The money raised this year is donated to: Read for Good.  Lagan College pupils were encouraged to read 
for pleasure in order to help children in their community.  The money raised means that children in all of 
the UK’s major children’s hospitals (including The Royal Victoria Hospital for Sick Children, Belfast) get 
much-needed brand new books and regular visits from professional storytellers. 
 
For children in hospital, books and stories are particularly important – they comfort, distract, reassure and 
entertain. Read for Good provides a regular supply of brand new books along with storyteller visits to 
brighten up the days of children. Children unable to leave their beds can choose books from our specially 
designed mobile bookcase which wheels right up to their bedside. Because they are brand new, the 
books are safe for those at high risk of infection. 
 
Lagan’s Readathon 
For the thirteenth year running, Lagan College pupils eagerly participated in the Readathon chal-
lenge, even participating in ‘Extreme Reading’!  Year 8 pupils were excused from regular English lessons, 
in favour of reading.  The pupils read books and got sponsored to do it!  During the week many friends 
and family members were ‘hit’ for sponsorship money.  Combining a love of reading with raising money 
for charity proved extremely beneficial this year: for the English Department, Readathon is not just about 
raising money, it’s about raising readers!  Michael Rosen, Children’s Laureate states: The world’s wisdom 
is in books.  Get children excited in books and then they’ll get the world’s wisdom.”   
 
Achievements and Awards 
In a Special Awards Assembly, prizes were presented to those who raised the most money.  Some  
individuals made outstanding contributions: Jessica Elwood of 8i raised an impressive £85 and Corban 
Allen of 8N raised an amazing £165.  Special mention goes to Charlie McCourt of 8L for raising the 
highest individual amount with a staggering £200.  Our current record holder, Laura Mills 13DNT, who  
individually raised £310 for Readathon, was delighted to present Charlie with his prize.   
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Readathon & World Book Day 2018 

Well done!  8N raised the highest class total with a 
whopping £893.34.  Mrs McBreen was victorious as 
the teacher of the class that raised the most money!  
Ms M Bell (whose 8i came second) is learning to  
process the defeat!  Mrs Brenda Dawson, Assistant 
Bursar, was also warmly thanked by Ms M Bell; 
Frederic Mathieu 14SM, Nancy Eaton 14CW and 
Catriona McCabe 14CW for her hard work and  
support. 
 
Special Guest and Lagan’s total for 2018! 
Steve Lally, professional storyteller at The Royal  
Victoria Hospital, kindly agreed to come and  
receive the cheque.  Steve spoke of how our  
 

contribution would continue funding professional  
storytellers and brand new books for very sick children.  
We were all incredibly moved by his account of Kevin, 
a terminally ill child, whose final request was to hear a 
story.  We were also highly entertained by Steve’s  
didgeridoo playing accompanied by Year 8 volunteer  
musicians, including Kaidan Butler on drums!  Steve 
was overwhelmed with the magnificent amount Lagan 
pupils had raised - £3809.79 and congratulated us 
warmly. Over the last thirteen years, pupils at Lagan 
College have raised over £45,000 via Readathon – a 
fabulous achievement! 
 
The charity supports very sick children and without 
them there would be more very miserable children in 
the world.  In the words of Michael Rosen, Children’s 
Laureate, “If you read, the world is yours!”  All pupils 
who took part in Readathon should be very proud of 
themselves – you have created an immense challenge 
for next year! 
 
Ms M Bell 

Lexia 

Congratulations to our Year 8 students in achieving success in Lexia Reading this term.  
 
From left to right: Miss A Forsythe  - Classroom Assistant,  
Angelo Aroga, Iylas Ahmed, Stephen Harvey, Joanna Sherry. 
Gabrielle Semaite, Mrs Amanda McNamee - Principal  
 
Particular note is due to Stephen Harvey who has successfully  
completed the Lexia programme this month! 
 
Mrs U Walter 
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Congratulations to our Year 13 students Jack, Ben, 
Laura and Neghin who completed the Attorney  
General's Living Law Programme. They attended 5  
sessions at Law Society House and Stormont to gain a 
special insight into the many careers available and to 
take part in mock bail trials. Well done for  
representing the school so well and we hope some of 
you are able to take part in the Year 14 Living Law  
Programme next year. 
 
Mrs Bingham 
 
 

Living Law 

Thanks to all those students from Years 8 and 9 who entered the  
Science Week Competition to find the elements last week. The  
winners were: 
 
Niamh Curtis 8RSL (not pictured), Hibak Sharif 8BRN, Leo Roberts 
9DM, Rihanna-May Chism 9LY, & Lauren Maguire 9RS 

Science Week Competition 

International Women’s Day 

Year 11 GCSE and BTEC Business Studies classes taking part in a workshop led by Santander on  
Tuesday 6th March to highlight the roles of Women in Business prior to International Women's Day, which 
was on Thursday 8th March. 
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 Sailing the Seas 

Sea Cadets National Drill & Piping Competition HMS Raleigh, Portsmouth 2018 
I first joined the Belfast Eagle Unit of the Sea Cadets as a Junior when I was 11. Once I turned 12, I 
moved up into the Senior Section. I normally attend twice a week, on Monday’s and Thursday’s. However, 
when a National Competition is approaching and the selection process starts for the Northern Ireland 
team the commitment levels rise considerably.  
 
This year’s Drill & Piping Nationals took place over the weekend of 20th – 22nd April at HMS Raleigh in 
Portsmouth, but the selection for the Northern Ireland team started 6 weeks previously. This was a big  
commitment as we would meet at HMS Hibernia in Lisburn every Saturday and Sunday from 9am to 5pm 
each day. The weekends felt very long and usually I just came home, had some dinner and headed 
straight to bed as I was exhausted. But it had to be done if you wanted to be considered.  
 
As I was selected as part of a 3 person NI piping team the previous year for the first time, I put myself  
forward for selection again this year. Thankfully as the end of the 6 weeks I was selected again to  
represent Northern Ireland.  
 
For the weekend itself, we had to leave Belfast on the Thursday night, travel down to Dublin to board a 
ferry to Wales, where we then began our long bus journey to Portsmouth. As soon as the competition was 
finished on the Saturday we only got a few hours to enjoy ourselves at the awards and after disco, then 
it’s straight back on the bus to start the journey home again. But it is definitely worth it as it is a very  
enjoyable weekend.  
 
I am very happy to report that for the  
second year running I was awarded a  
silver medal as the second best individual 
piper in the UK going up against many  
cadets from all over the UK. Also, as a  
bonus, our Northern Ireland piping team 
came home with an overall bronze medal. 
 
As a Cadet I am kept very busy not only on 
Unit nights, but during the summer months 
comes boating season, when we are out 
on rowing boats, sailing boats, motor boats 
and kayaks. When naval ships visit Belfast 
from many nations we usually get an  
invite. We usually help out at the Maritime 
Festivals. Last year I attended residential 
courses across Northern Ireland and was  
selected for National Competitions in both 
London (Kayaking) and Portsmouth. I also 
went to summer camps in both Scotland 
and Gibraltar! Finally this summer, I am 
booked to attend my first off shore training 
on a boat around the coast of Scotland. As 
you can see, I am kept very busy with the 
Sea Cadets and I would recommend the  
experience to anyone.  
 
Drew Totton (pictured far left in photo) 
Year 10 
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Commonwealth Day 

In March, four Year 8 students were given the opportunity to visit 10 Downing Street. London. This was 
part of the Eden Project’s Big Lunch. They then had the amazing opportunity to visit Westminster Abbey 
and to meet Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry and his fiancé , Megan  
Markle. 
 
 

 

Cúchulainn Cup 

A group of our Year 11 girls  had the opportunity to be coached Gaelic football (during games lessons). 
Six of our pupils were selected to join Aquinas Grammar and Priory Integrated to form ONE Gaelic team 
and compete in the Cúchulainn Cup on Wednesday 14h March in Magherafelt.  
 

This is the first year that this competition has ran for girls and we were very excited to be involved! 
 

The Cúchulainn Cup aims to afford young people from different backgrounds the opportunity to engage 
with one another, and to educate people not traditionally involved with the GAA more about the  
Association. 
 
On the day of the event our boys narrowly lost their hurling fixtures but won all 3 of their Gaelic fixtures! All 
5 boys played their part and worked extremely hard. They are a  credit to our school. 
 
Our Year 11 girls, who were part of a team alongside 5 girls from Aquina’s and 5 girls from Priory, won all 
their games, and beat Magherafelt in the final, 1.5 to 0.2, to go on and win the Cuchulainn Cup!  All pupils 
worked incredibly hard and were extremely brave to take on a new sport and integrate with others to  
compete as a team!  
 
This is what Lagan College is all about! Well done to everyone who took 
part! 
 
P.s...the trophy was presented to us by Miss Hassan’s father! 
 
Miss S Toner 
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Netball 

Congratulations to the Lagan A team for making it to the semi finals of the District 3 Year 8 tournament. 
They were sadly beaten in the semi finals by the overall winners Aquinas. A great performance from all 
the team. 

Cross Country 

Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council Cross-Country (March 2018) 
The Lagan XC Team enjoyed a very successful day as the LLLC hosted a great competition at Billy Neill 
Playing Fields. It was a brilliant effort by the entire team: the support and backing for each other encour-
aged our competitors to great success.  Special congratulations to the 9 runners who won trophies after 
storming to podium finishes!  Thanks to Don Miguel, Mrs Fullerton and Mr Sowney for preparing the team 
so well. Come and join the XC Team on Thursday afternoons and add to Lagan’s reputation as a “strong 
running school”. 
 
Mr P Mulholland 

 

Year 10 Girls 
Erin McCabe 2nd 
 
Year 10 Boys 
Dilan Malcolm 3rd 
Silas Barr 18th 
Daniel NcNiece 19th 
Colm Livingstone 25th 
 
Year 11/12 Girls 
Katie Hand 4th 
 
Year 11/12 Boys 
Niall McKnight 1st 
Riley Melin 5th 
Conor Fawcet 13th 

Results 
Year 8 Girls  
Alannah Walker 2nd 
Joanna Sherry 3rd 
 
Year 8 Boys 
Noah Mitchell 3rd 
Jamie Broadbent 13th 
Jake Wilson 17th 
Alex Glover 29th 
 
Year 9 Girls 
Lily Moore 1st 
Rachel Derby Murray 3rd 
 
Year 9 Boys 
Cameron Hamill 1st 
Nathan Leckey 5th 
Simon Leckey 27th 
Jack Melia 31st 
Ethan Dean-Guilfolye 32nd 
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Hockey 
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Hockey 
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Hockey 
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Hockey 
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May 2018   

Monday 7th & Monday 28th May Bank Holidays 
School Closed 

 

June 2018   

Wednesday 6th Sports Day 12.30pm finish 

Wednesday 27th Junior Prize Giving 7pm 

Friday 29th School ends 11.40am 

Calendar 

Hockey 

 


